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Comparative Phylogenetic Methods  
and the Study of Pattern and Process in Kinship
Fiona Jordan
If we ask how it is that a society has the social institutions that it does have  
at a particular time the answer can only be supplied by history. 
5DGFOLϱH%URZQ
Phylogenies can be used to infer the historical evolutionary processes that  




















































DSSURDFKHVWRNLQVKLSLQFRQWUDVWdo have a long tradi
WLRQRIGLDFKURQLFLQIHUHQFH7KHOLQJXLVWLFFRPSDUDWLYH
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7KH VRUWV RI HYROXWLRQDU\PRGHOV LPSOHPHQWHG LQ
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Case Study 1: Postmarital Residence  
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WKHUFKDQJHVIURPX[RULWRZDUGYLULORFDOLW\q89RFFXU
DWDKLJKHUUDWHWKDQWKHUHYHUVHWUDQVLWLRQq98q89 is 
















































Case Study 2: The Evolution of Sibling  
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Models of Change in the Elaboration  






McConvell_text_1.indd   52 2/14/13   2:25 PM











































McConvell_text_1.indd   53 2/14/13   2:25 PM
 54 Fiona Jordan

































































































McConvell_text_1.indd   54 2/14/13   2:25 PM



































































































McConvell_text_1.indd   55 2/14/13   2:25 PM

























JHQHWLF,QIHUHQFH"Transactions of the Philological Society 
²















Nature: Between Biology and the Social Sciences3:HLQJDUW
3-5LFKHUVRQ6'0LWFKHOODQG60DDVHQHGV3S¬²
0DKZDK1-/DZUHQFH(UOEDXP
























'\HQ,DQG'$EHUOHLexical Reconstruction: The Case 






























WLFHV,QPattern and Process in Cultural Evolution6¬-¬6KHQ
QDQHG3S²%HUNHOH\8QLYHUVLW\RI&DOLIRUQLD
press.
McConvell_text_1.indd   56 2/14/13   2:25 PM
 Comparative Phylogenetic Methods and the Study of Pattern and Process in Kinship 57
)R[--:KR·V:KRLQ(JR·V*HQHUDWLRQ3URELQJWKH
6HPDQWLFVRI0DOD\R3RO\QHVLDQ.LQVKLS&ODVVLϧFDWLRQ,Q
Austronesian Terminologies: Continuity and Change$3DZ
OH\DQG05RVVHGV3S²&DQEHUUD$183UHVV
)R[--$XVWURQHVLDQ6RFLHWLHVDQG7KHLU7UDQVIRUPD
























Proceedings of the Royal Society B²
+DJH3:DV3URWR2FHDQLF6RFLHW\0DWULOLQHDO"Journal 


















&XOWXUDO'LYHUVLW\LQ$IULFD,QThe Evolution of Cultural 
Diversity: A Phylogenetic Approach50DFH&-+ROGHQ
DQG66KHQQDQHGV3S²/RQGRQ8&/3UHVV
+ROGHQ&-56HDUDQG50DFH0DWULOLQ\DV'DXJKWHU






FDQ,URQ$JHAnnual Review of Anthropology²
+XUOHV0((0DWLVRR6PLWK5'*UD\DQG'3HQQ\
8QWDQJOLQJ2FHDQLF6HWWOHPHQW7KH(GJHRIWKH.QRZDEOH
Trends in Ecology and Evolution²
-RQHV'7KH*HQHUDWLYH3V\FKRORJ\RI.LQVKLS—pt. 1. 
&RJQLWLYH8QLYHUVDOVDQG(YROXWLRQDU\3V\FKRORJ\Evolu-
tion and Human Behavior²
-RQHV'+XPDQ.LQVKLSIURP&RQFHSWXDO6WUXFWXUHWR
















sians. American Journal of Human Genetics²
.LUFK39DQG5&*UHHQHawaiiki, Ancestral Poly-





Phylogenetic Handbook: A Practical Approach to Phylogenetic 
Analysis and Hypothesis TestingQGHGLWLRQ&DPEULGJH
&DPEULGJH8QLYHUVLW\3UHVV
/HZLV323K\ORJHQHWLF6\VWHPDWLFV7XUQV2YHUD1HZ
Leaf. Trends in Ecology and Evolution²
/L:+DQG'*UDXUFundamentals of Molecular Evolu-
tion6XQGHUODQG0$6LQDXHU$VVRFLDWHV
/LSR&30-2·%ULHQ0&ROODUGDQG66KHQQDQHGV
Mapping Our Ancestors: Phylogenetic Approaches in Anthro-
pology and Prehistory1HZ<RUN$OGLQH
0DFH5,QWURGXFWLRQ$3K\ORJHQHWLF$SSURDFKWRWKH
(YROXWLRQRI&XOWXUDO'LYHUVLW\,QThe Evolution of Cultural 
Diversity: A Phylogenetic Approach50DFH&-+ROGHQ
DQG66KHQQDQHGV3S²/RQGRQ8&/3UHVV
0DFH5&-+ROGHQDQG66KHQQDQHGVThe Evolution 




of Cultural Diversity: A Phylogenetic Approach50DFH
McConvell_text_1.indd   57 2/14/13   2:25 PM





0DOORU\-3DQG'4$GDPVThe Oxford Introduction 




DQG.LQ7HUPVFD%&,QKinship, Language and 
Prehistory: Per Hage and the Renaissance in Kinship Studies. 
'-RQHVDQG%0LOLFLFHGV3S²6DOW/DNH&LW\8QL
versity of Utah press.
0DUFN-3+DJH.%RVWRHQDQG-*.0X]HQJD.LQ
7HUPVLQWKH(DVW%DQWX3URWR/DQJXDJHV,QLWLDO)LQGLQJV
in Kinship, Language and Prehistory: Per Hage and the 
Renaissance in Kinship Studies'-RQHVDQG%0LOLFLFHGV
3S¬²6DOW/DNH&LW\8QLYHUVLW\RI8WDK3UHVV




























'LVFUHWH&KDUDFWHUVProceedings of the Royal Society of 


















of Proto Oceanic: The Culture and Environment of Ancestral 





of Kinship and Marriage$55DGFOLϱH%URZQDQG&'
)RUGHHGV3S²/RQGRQ2[IRUG8QLYHUVLW\3UHVV
5DIWHU\$(+\SRWKHVLV7HVWLQJDQG0RGHO6HOHFWLRQ,Q










Trends in Ecology and Evolution²
6FKPLGW+$DQG$YRQ+DHVHOHU3K\ORJHQHWLF
,QIHUHQFH8VLQJ0D[LPXP/LNHOLKRRG0HWKRGV,QThe 
Phylogenetic Handbook: A Practical Approach to Phylogenetic 
Analysis and Hypothesis TestingQGHGLWLRQ3/HPH\
0¬6DOHPLDQG$09DQGDPPHHGV3S²&DP
EULGJH&DPEULGJH8QLYHUVLW\3UHVV




Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute²
9DQVLQD-Paths in the Rainforests: Toward a History of 











(XURSHDQ3RSXODWLRQVMolecular Biology and Evolution 
²
McConvell_text_1.indd   58 2/14/13   2:25 PM
